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Shul Announcements

This week’s Kiddush is available for sponsorship

PYIYY NTIVO is available for sponsorship

The next Birthday and Anniversary Kiddush is Shabbos Parshas Emor, May 7" To help sponsor the Kiddush and honor a
birthday or anniversary being celebrated in April and May call Aviva at 352-1343. The cost per simcha is $18, and
the deadline is May 3.

Join the Yom Hashoah Commeration at Rockland Community College (Cultural Arts Center) Sunday May 1% at 5 PM. Special guest
Speaker Yitta Halberstam, author of “Small Miracles.”

Monday, May 9, Bais Torah will be co-sponsoring a community Yom Ha'atzmaut Celebration at Congregation Ohaiv Yisroel 30
Blueberry Hill Road, Monsey. Program begins at 7 p.m. Guest speaker Rabbi Berel Wein “Israel-The Continuing
Miracle,” all are invited to attend.

The Dinner is around the corner, and a fabulous event in the works!!! Be sure to send in your ads, and we can’t wait to see you
Sunday, May 15 at the new Crowne Plaza Hotel! Make your reservations TODAY!

The Kosher Food Pantry canned fruit collection date is May 12. Our goal is 120 cans for the month

Bais Torah welcomes and encourages all those who want to learn to use the shul's batei medrash

Mazal Tov

Alan and Malkie Zamore on the birth of a granddaughter, Kaila Nava, born to their children Yitzchak and Fara Rosenberg.
Barry and Emily Lifschitz on the birth of a granddaughter born to their children Adina and Hillel Mann in Israel

Shiurim
Women’s D211 group 9710 DN N2 DX 31D, meets on NAY afternoon 45 minutes before Halacha Shiur
Sundays at 8:30 AM PITMO NOVN - Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
Tuesdays at 8:15 PM — Partners in Torah
Tuesdays at 8:15 PM Mishnayos class for women-Rabbi Avromy Fein-will resume in the summer
Wednesdays at 8:15 PM — ’2 ©>J9)- Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
M 9T | Monday through Friday 5:25 AM and Sunday at 6:30 AM — Mordechai Rudman
MNP 97T 1, Monday through Friday 7:00 AM — Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
MPN 97T I, Sunday through Thursday 9:45 AM — Rabbi Yosef Fischer
Monday through Friday at 7 AM —29W17>-N2Y0 NOUN X9 — Mordechai Rudman
Monday through Friday after the second N>INVY- DOYN1) — Rabbi Yosef Fischer
Monday through Thursday at 9:45 AM MY>Y NIND) - Rabbi Leibel Reznick

Refuah Shelaimah

Katie Tannenbaum'’s grandson- Leni Loebenstein - 9N7 N2 %90
N2Y0 NNAT A DV IND Ben and Fran Horwitz’s son in law —
Henry Shapiro - XD 1999 12 YNN PRND OMN VPWYN NN J2 1OV DMN
Manny London - X799 7)N 2 ¥N1D 0NN Ben Zauderer -1 )2 02
Esther Lutwak - N2> N2 1991 INON Chana Mayerfeld-20% 111> N2 NNHI MIN
Bob Schore - NPT DTIYN 12 J2INT OON Joel Rosenwasser's mother -
Suzie Kirshenbaum'’s father- N9Y 12 QOY NNV NI NIND YV
Tova Eizik’s grandson - 93 7N 12 )Y 2py> NNHY Larry Seligson - NP2 )2 29 MIN

Felise Katz's father-nN 2 ©»N Larry Seligson’s son- 97779 RO 12 DN DN



How to Reach Us
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 357-3913, rabbigottlieb@gmail.com — Daytime emergency 362-8362
President Michael Kronenberg 368 -1064, president@baistorah.org
Treasurer Jay Kimmel, 357-9571
Facilities Yis Helprin 494-7446
Shul Secretary Aviva Schmutter 352-1343 aviva@baistorah.org M-TH 9:00-3:00, To receive e-mail updates, write to
baistorah@gmail.com
Simcha Room Reservations/Kiddushim Jack Gross, 357-4121

Bikur Cholim Eveline Kranzler, 352-8410 and Eiruv 362-4302
Chosh Levy, 425-6827 Mikvah 425-6101
Chesed Committee Charlie Grandovsky, 425-4683 Youth Jonathan Rosenstock 369-6349

Sisterhood Liaison Betty Schloss, 369 — 1833 and
Hinda Kimmel 357-9571
Lost and Found Michael Loebenstein, 425-8895
Chevra Kadisha Steve Fessel, 425-1713, Ephraim Pessin, 914-420-6714 or Gloria Gordon, 425-1276
Sisterhood Tribute Cards, Mona Selzer 356-0219
Bais Torah Bulletin Email: baistorahbulletin@gmail.com, or call (845) 371-5337. All submissions are subject to review and
must be submitted by 9pm Wednesday evening.. This bulletin is downloadable from the web at www.baistorah.org.
In Case of Emergency
The red Hatzoloh phone is in the hallway on the wall between the rear washing station and the Simcha Room.
The defibrillator is in a cubby in the coat room opposite the Hatzoloh phone.

Parashas Kedoshim-5771- “And You Shall Love Your Neighbor as Yourself’ (Vayikra 19:18)

At the end of a series of profound ethical commands in Parashas Kedoshim, including the prohibition against cursing a
deaf person, and putting an obstacle in the path of a blind person, the Torah says, “And You Shall Love Your Neighbor as
Yourself” (Vayikra 19:18). And Rabbi Akiva says that this counter-intuitive command, not self-denying but enhancing of
the “other,” is the primary command of the Torah. Indeed, the ability to love one’s neighbor, to rejoice at his successes
and grieve at his misfortunes, is the primary component of holiness in a person’s character, and feeling this universal
empathy emanating from Rabbi Akiva may, more than anything else, underlie the universal popularity of this great Tanna.

On Shabbos Chol HaMoed Pesach, we read “Shir HaShirim.” In the discussion among the Sages as to whether this
Megillah should be included in the Biblical canon, Rabbi Akiva said, “All the other ‘K'suvim’ (Sacred Writings) are holy, but
‘Shir HaShirim’ is the Holy of Holies.” He was able to look beyond the earthiness of the “moshol,” the metaphor, to the
great intimacy and passion it indicates regarding the relationship between HaShem and the People of Israel.

His was a poetic and courageous soul, able to see in Bar Kochba the embodiment of the verse “A star has risen from
Yaakov...” (BaMidbar 24:17). He ignited fires of independence in his students, making them true freedom-fighters against
the invincible Roman legions.

The intensity of his Torah scholarship led him to find meaning in the crowns of Torah letters, to the initial bewilderment of
Moshe Rabbeinu, who sat at the back of his shiur in prophecy, until the Teacher mentioned the phrase “Halachah
L'Moshe MiSinai,” “It is a Law taught to Moshe on Mt. Sinai,” which pacified our great teacher.

At the end of Makkos, he and several colleagues gazed upon the ruined Temple. They wept, and he laughed. They
asked him, “Akiva, why are you laughing?” and he responded, “And you, why are you weeping?” They said that the pain
of seeing foxes running in and out of the Holy of Holies was causing them to weep. He said that that was the reason for
his laughter. For now it was clear to him that the prophecies of the destruction were literally true, so he inferred that the
prophecies of rebuilding and joy were equally true. And the Gemara concludes “Akiva, you have comforted us, Akiva, you
have comforted us.”

I have the privilege of working with an in individual, Mr. Felix Lehmann, one of whose talents is handwriting analysis. It
brought to mind the memory of my cousin, Pinchas Rosenfeld, an eclectic personality, one of whose many interests was
at one time handwriting analysis. He had in his possession at one time a note from R’ Aryeh Levin, the “Tzaddik of
Yerushalayim,” who comforted Irgun soldiers as they waited in their cells to be hanged by the British. The analyst said, “I
have never seen any handwriting like this. This person has no ego!” Perhaps what he meant was not that R’ Aryeh had
no ego, but in his mind, the worth of the “other” was enhanced to such an extent that it appeared that he had no ego.
Perhaps if Rabbi Akiva had had his handwriting analyzed, he would have had a similar result.

L'llluy Nishmas beni Aharon Baruch Mordechai ben Pinchas Menachem



