CONGREGATION BAls TORAH

November 20, 2009 -89 West Carlton Rd - Suffern, NY 10901 - (845)352-1343- www.baistorah.org mToM NWIS Nav 29y WHYod T

mINN NvHs nav 17y Weekday mnv

mN NPOTN: 4:15 PM Sunday 7:45 AM
N 4:20 PM Mon. and Thurs.: 6:20 and 7:45 AM
NYPY 4:33 PM Tues., Wed., and Fri.: 6:30 and 7:45 AM
Parsha/Hilchos Shabbos Shiur 8:15 pm
MmN nwis nav Weekday 2yn-nnmn
MPN 97T 8:00 AM Sun. thru Thurs.: 4:20 PM
NV 8:45 AM Mon. thru Thurs.: 8:00 PM
YU NN YR PO 9:16 AM
Gemorah Shiur 3:20 PM N VI My 1y
DN 4:05 PM M NPYTN: 4:11PM
NYPY 4:33 PM DN 4:20 PM
MYHYY NTIVD NYPY 4:29 PM

29yN 5:15 PM

Shiurim
Women’s ©999 group Y70 DNID N2 Y9 1Y meets on NIV 45 minutes before NNIMN.
Sundays at 8:30 AM — 371D NOUN - Rabbi Gottlieb
Tuesdays at 8:15 PM — Partners in Torah
Tuesdays at 8:15 PM — Ladies’ Mishnayos Class - Rabbi Avromy Fein
Wednesdays at 8:15 PM — "2 ©299- Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb.
MVPN 97 I, Monday through Friday 5:25 AM and Sunday at 6:30 AM — Mordechai Rudman
MY 97 I, Monday through Friday 7:00 AM — Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
MVN 97 Il, Sunday through Thursday 9:45 AM — Rabbi Yosef Fischer
Monday through Friday at 7 AM - Y2937 - 12D NODN NI — Mordechai Rudman
Monday through Friday after the second TINY -DXN1) — Rabbi Yosef Fischer
Monday through Thursday at 9:45 AM -7YY X)) - Rabbi Leibel Reznick

Shul Announcements

MYV NTIYO this week is sponsored by Shaul and Kreindy Stern for Sheva Brachos of their children,

Moshe Aryeh and Esti Weissman.

Be sure to join us at our joyous annual Carlebach Shabbos, December 4th and 5th in shul.
Kabbolas Shabbos will be led by Elli Kranzler and then we'll be treated to a beautiful seudas Shabbos filled with warmth,
good spirit, delicious food and lively song. At 8:00 p.m., we'll enjoy a dessert tisch with zemiros and divrei hisorerus. On
Shabbos morning, Mussaf will be led by Elli Kranzler and there will be a kiddush following davening. The Friday night
meal is $40 per person; sponsorships are $100 and include two meals. Deadline for reservations is Monday, November
30th. Call Aviva in our shul office at 352-1343 or email her at aviva@baistorah.org to make your reservation.

Ladies Zumba exercise class continues. The remaining class schedule: 11/23, 11/30, and 12/7—8:15 PM in the Multipurpose
Room. Call 357-9571 or 369-1833 for reservations (class size is limited).

New collection date for Kosher Food Pantry is Monday, December 7™

Avos U'Banim: Meets Motzoei Shabbos at 6:30 pm.in the Bais HaMedrash. Bring your children and grandchildren for a
wonderful evening of Torah learning, hot pizza and prizes for all. This week's learning is sponsored by the Katzensteins. If
you would like to sponsor an evening of Avos U'Banim learning, please contact Jonathan Rosenstock at
Jonathan.Rosenstock@ge.com More information is also available at the shul website, www.baistorah.org .

Mazel Tov
Josh and Shaindy Berger on the birth of a grandson, born to their children, Yaakov and Dvory Berger.
Shaul and Kreindy Stern on the marriage of their children, Esti and Moshe Aryeh Weissman.

Hamokom Yenachem
Yechiel Rosenrauch on the petirah of his father.
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How to Reach Us
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 357-3913, rabbigottlieb@gmail.com — Daytime emergency 362-8362
President Allen Nussbaum president@baistorah.org
Treasurer Barry Lifschitz, 352-0226, Fax 352-0841or barry@lifschitz.net
Maintenance Yis Helprin 494-7446
Shul Secretary Aviva Schmutter 352-1343 aviva@baistorah.org M-TH 9:00-3:00
Simcha Room Reservations/Kiddushim Jack Gross, 357-4121

Bikur Cholim Eveline Kranzler, 352-8410 and Eiruv 362-4302
Chosh Levy, 425-6827 Mikvah 425-6101
Chesed Committee Charlie Grandovsky, 425-4683  Youth Michael Kronenberg 368-1064
Sisterhood Liaison Betty Schloss, 369 — 1833 Hachnosas Orchim Facility for homeless, Shea Jacobs 425-9617

Lost and Found Michael Loebenstein, 425-8895

Chevra Kadisha Steve Fessel, 425-1713, Ephraim Pessin, 914-420-6714 or Gloria Gordon, 425-1276

Sisterhood Tribute Cards, Mona Selzer 356-0129

Bais Torah Bulletins Email baistorahbulletin@gmail.com, or call (845) 371-5337. To receive e-mail updates, write to
baistorah@gmail.com. This bulletin is downloadable from the web at www.baistorah.org.

In Case of Emergency
The red Hatzoloh phone is in the hallway on the wall between the rear washing station and the Simcha Room.
The defibrillator is in a cubby in the coat room opposite the Hatzoloh phone.

Parshas Toldos— 5770

Regarding Rivkah, Our Most Mysterious Mother

Parshas Toldos is one of the most mysterious parashios in the Torah in its depiction of the character traits of our Founding Fathers and
Mothers. There are three very puzzling aspects of the Parshah:

1) What was the level of communication between Yitzchak and Rivkah?

2)  Why did Yitzchak not recognize the evil of Esav?

3) Why was Rivkah’s charade acceptable in the eyes of G-d?
To gain insight into the above questions, we must look at the text which describes the first encounter between Rivkah, escorted by
Eliezer, the servant of Avraham, and Yitzchak: The “Ha’amek Davar” quoting “Bereshis Rabbah,” comments on Rivkah'’s first sighting
of Yitzchak, “Who is this impressive man who is walking in the field towards us?” (Bereshis 24:65), “Yitzchak was the man about whom
she gazed in awe and fear; the Scriptural language implies a man of this stature.” The verse continues, “And she covered herself (with
a veil)” (Ibid; ibid; ibid), “from an abundance of fear and embarrassment, expressing the thought that she was unworthy of marrying this
man, and from then on, there was planted in her heart fear, and her relationship with Yitzchak was not as was Sarah’s with
Avraham, or Rachel with Yaakov, about whom the Torah makes clear that when they had something critical on their minds, they
would not be afraid to express anger towards their spouses, which was unlike the situation with Rivkah. And all this is prelude to the
incident in which Yitzchak and Rivkah found themselves differing greatly in perspective, and nevertheless, Rivkah was unable to advise
Yitzchak of her opinion in a straightforward manner. For she knew the truth regarding their son, Esav, whose essence was only a
hunter who was able to provide Yitzchak with food to eat, and also at the time of the Blessings, and all this was caused by the Holy One,
Blessed is He, Who desired that the Blessings reach Yaakov in this manner.”
The Ramban comments on Yitzchak’s words to Esav, overheard by Rivkah, (Bereshis 27:4), “...in order that my soul might bless you
before | die”- “...It appears that Rivkah never told Yitzchak about the prophecy she had received, (Bereshis 25:23), “And the
older one will serve the younger” — for otherwise, how could Yitzchak transgress against the Word of HaShem? For at first she didn’t
tell him out of good manners and modesty, “...and she went to seek the Word of HaShem,” (Bereshis 25:22), that she had gone to seek
prophecy regarding her condition without the permission of Yitzchak...
“The Written Torah and the Tradition” (“HaK’sav VeHaKabbalah”) comments in a similar vein on the Scriptural Expression which Rivkah
repeats to Yaakov, that Yitzchak had said to Esav, (Bereshis 27:7), “I will bless you before HaShem before | die” — that she realized with
certainty that Yitzchak’s Blessing to Esav would contradict the Will of HaShem, Who had told her in Prophecy, “And the elder shall serve
the younger.” And she also knew concerning her elder son that his actions were perverted, and he was not fit to receive the
Blessing...Therefore, she was absolutely correct in her decision to use trickery in order to prevent her righteous husband from
implementing by accident the opposite of the Will of HaShem.
The “Shem Mi'Shmuel” comments specifically on the different spiritual levels on which Yitzchak and Rivkah stood: “...Yitzchak was
pure of eyes and could not see evil...and in the eyes of Yitzchak, all hiddenness was like a very thin shell, in such manner that a small
amount of light would eliminate the darkness. But Rivkah was not on the same exalted level as Yitzchak, and consequently, she
realized the extent of the evil of Esav, that he could not possibly derive any true benefit from the Blessings, and on the contrary, he
would become more wicked, and the result would be that the whole world would, G-d Forbid, become subject to the Ancient Serpent.
And therefore her good advice was that Yaakov should take the Blessings, and they would be fulfilled at the End of Days, when all the
nations would return and become servants to Israel...”

L’llluy Nishmas beni, Aharon Baruch Mordechai ben Pinchas Menachem



