CONGREGATION BAls TORAH

August 16, 2008 -89 West Carlton Rd - Suffern, NY 10901 - (845)352-1343- www.baistorah.org PPNHN) NWI9 NIV IR YV

NPOINY HwI9 NIv 19y

M 7:00 PM * Sunday mINY 7:45 AM

MM NPT 7:20 PM ** Weekday minv

Regular Candle Lighting 7:36 PM Mon. and Thurs.: 6:20 and 7:45 AM

NYpPY 7:54 PM Tues., Wed. and Fri.: 6:30 and 7:45 AM
PHONY NYIS NIV

MPN 9T 8:00 AM - Rabbi Gottlieb Weekday 2yn-nmn

mINY 8:45 AM Sun. through Thurs.: 7:35 PM

YU NP YN MO 9:34 AM
2Py NWI9 nav a0y

MIANX P9 5:50 PM nN: 7:00 PM *
MY NIN) 6:40 PM MM NPOTN: 7:20 PM
MmN 7:25 PM Regular Candle Lighting 7:26 PM
nYPY 7:53 PM nYpPY 7:44 PM
mYwHY NTIYO * Early Mincha for the Summer
YN 8:35 PM ** Shul Accepts Shabbos
Shiurim

Sundays at 8:30 AM — I7TMD NDUN — Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb

Tuesdays at 8:15 PM — Partners in Torah

Tuesdays at 8:00 PM — Ladies Mishnayos Class- Rabbi Avromy Fein - Beginning September 2 — New
Wednesdays at 8:15 PM — N D291 — Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb — Will resume in the fall.

MMVN 97 I, Monday through Friday 5:25 AM and Sunday at 6:30 AM — Mordechai Rudman

MVN 97 II, Monday through Friday 7:00 AM — Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb

VN 97 Iil, Sunday through Thursday 9:45 AM — Rabbi Yosef Fischer

Monday through Friday at 7 AM - 09y - M>572 NODN NI — Mordechai Rudman

Monday through Friday after the second TP9NY - Y7 DY WMIAVYN NYI9 — Rabbi Yosef Fischer
Monday through Thursday at 9:45 AM -NYY NIN) - Rabbi Leibel Reznick

Women’s D911 group meets on NAY 45 minutes before NMN.

Shul Announcements

The entire congregation is invited to a Kiddush sponsored by Abe and Phyllis Frankel celebrating their 40" wedding anniversary,

MYV NTIYO is sponsored by.

Our Mostly Mozart concert at Avery Fisher Hall on August 19th has been sold out. For standby tickets, contact Sandra Thurm at
368-3418 or e-mail her at sfthurm@optonline.net.

Tickets for Shakespeare's Twelfth Night at Boscobel August 31st have been sold out. For standby tickets to that event, contact
Marilyn Sapir.

Please reserve Sunday morning, September 7™, 10:00 a.m. for a Breakfast Lecture and Book Signing with Rabbi Berel Wein, who
will be speaking on “The Story of the Mishna: Its Relevance to Our Times.” Rabbi Wein will also autograph his new book, "The
Oral Law of Sinai." The book retails for $39.99 but will be available at the breakfast for a special book signing price of $25. All
are welcome to attend.

An entertaining and informative day awaits those who sign up for Bais Torah's "Memories of the Lower East Side" on Sunday,
September 14th. Participants will visit the landmark Lower East Side Eldridge Street Synagogue and go on a Tenement
Museum walking tour. Round trip transportation from Bais Torah is included in the cost, which is only $40 per person. Lunch at
a local restaurant of your choice is additional. Since only a limited group can be accommodated on this special trip, be sure
to contact Doris Newman promptly at 352-2816 or email dorisn0805@aol.com to reserve your place.

The new Ultimate Kosher Discount Card is here and ready for you. There are wonderful discounts for Ruthie's Unique Boutique,
Dunkin' Donuts, The Purple Pear, Wesley Kosher, and much more! They are available with Aviva in our shul office (352-1343)
or Leslie Goldress (352-3257). Each card is $18 (made payable to Jewish Family Service--Bais Torah makes $5/card). The
card is good for one year.

The shul has acquired new seforim that are available for sponsorship. See our web site, www.baistorah.org and click on resources
and then seforim for the list or contact Jack Gross.

Thank you to Yosef Gottlieb, Jack Gross, Eli Katz, Peter Katz, David Lehmann and Ruthie Lehmann for their help in running a most
successful Tisha B'Av program. Special thanks to Sandra Thurm, who works throughout the year screening and selecting films
that enhance the meaning and experience of Tisha B'Av.

Mazel Tov
Shlomie and Chaya Pollak on the engagement of their son, Asher, to Tziporah Tepler.

Refuah Shelaimah
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How to Reach Us
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 357-3913, rabbigottlieb@gmail.com — Daytime emergency 362-8362
President Allen Nussbaum president@baistorah.org
Treasurer Barry Lifschitz, 352-0226, Fax 352-0841or barry@lifschitz.net
Maintenance Yis Helprin 494-7446
Shul Secretary Aviva Schmutter 352-1343 aviva@baistorah.org M-TH 9:00-3:00
Simcha Room Reservations/Kiddushim Jack Gross, 357-4121

Bikur Cholim Eveline Kranzler, 352-8410 and Eiruv 362-4302
Chosh Levy, 425-6827 Mikvah 425-6101
Chesed Committee Charlie Grandovsky, 425-4683  Youth Michael Kronenberg 368-1064
Sisterhood Liaison Betty Schloss, 369 — 1833 Hachnosas Orchim Facility for homeless, Shea Jacobs 425-9617

Lost and Found Michael Loebenstein, 425-8895

Chevra Kadisha Steve Fessel, 425-1713, Ephraim Pessin, 914-420-6714 or Gloria Gordon, 425-1276

Sisterhood Tribute Cards, Mona Selzer 356-0129

Bais Torah Bulletins Email baistorah@taxprof.net, Fax (845) 368-4172, or call (845) 368-2222. To receive e-mail updates,
write to baistorah@gmail.com. This bulletin is downloadable from the web at www.baistorah.org.

In Case of Emergency
The red Hatzoloh phone is in the hallway on the wall between the rear washing station and the Simcha Room.
The defibrillator is in a cubby in the coat room opposite the Hatzoloh phone.

Parashas Va'Eschanan — 5768-
"Va'’Eschanan el HaShem" - "And | entreated the L-rd"

At the beginning of this week's Parshah, Moshe pleads with G-d for the right to enter Eretz Yisrael and uses
the unusual word, "Va’Eschanan," a word that does not appear elsewhere in the Tanach. This word appears
to be derived from, or related to, the word "chen,"” meaning grace or favor. Moshe is basing his plea on the fact
that he has found favor in the eyes of G-d, as the Torah tells us in the verse, "For you have found favor in My
eyes, and | have made My Name known to you." There may also be in the use of this word an echo of a time
when Moshe abused his relationship of "chen," and wishes here to make amends.

Moshe also refers to the mighty Hand of G-d, the power of which has begun to be revealed to him in the
miraculous defeat of Sichon and Og. He begs HaShem to use its power to be "maavir al midosav" - to act, as
it were, "out of Character," and rescind His decree. There seems to be in this also a hint that Moshe once
doubted the power of the "Yad HaShem," and is here engaged in an act of Teshuvah for his past breach of
faith.

When and where did such things occur? Perhaps we can see them in the events that took place at Kivros
HaTa'avah, recorded in Parashas Beha'alosecha, when the Jewish People were complaining about the
absence of meat from their diet. Moshe is extremely frustrated; seemingly, he is not interested in the job of
leading the Jews if all they are interested in are food and drink and are not so much interested in spirituality as
in the satisfaction of their materialistic needs.

And here Moshe makes a fateful and, as it turns out, according to this interpretation, also a fatal, error. He
complains to G-d with these words: "If this is what you will do to me, then kill me, | beg of you, if | have found
‘chen’ in Your eyes." (BaMidbar 11:15) Moshe is here asking to be killed (!) by G-d, if he has found favor in
His eyes.

At Kivros HaTa'avah, the issue of the power of the "Yad HaShem" also came up, when Moshe questioned the
logistical possibility of providing meat in the desert for a nation of 600,000 men, to which G-d responded
sharply, "HaYad HaShem Tiktzar?" "Is the Hand of G-d too short to accomplish this or any task?"

When Moshe asked to be killed, might this not be an instance of "Tzadik gozer, v'HaKadosh Baruch Hu
M'Kayem," "The righteous one decrees, and the Holy One Blessed be He fulfills the decree?" The rationale for
this principle in a case such as this would be that the Tzadik, the Righteous Person, knows himself or herself
very well, both their strengths and weaknesses.

Moshe may have recognized subconsciously that his unique mission was to uplift his People, indeed the entire
world, to higher spiritual levels, and at this task he was a great success. But when it would come to the
grinding, mundane, daily trials and tribulations of entering, conquering, especially the massively administrative
job of dividing (even if this thankless task was supposed to be aided by a Divine lottery (Yehoshua, Chapters
14-17), and settling the Land of Israel, he was perhaps not the best man available for the job. PF



