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DWITP-MY NN NWID NI Sun. through Thurs.: 7:40 PM
MY 9T 8:00 AM - Rabbi Gottlieb
INw 8:45 AM NNK NY3Id Nay 317
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MK 'PID 5:45 PM M NPYTN: 7:20 PM **
VW KIN) 6:35 PM Regular Candle Lighting: 7:38 PM
am» 7:20 PM * Early mincha for the summer
WHY NTIVD ** Shul Accepts Shabbos

20 8:32 PM

Shiurim
3w at 8:00 AM — 011 7 — Rabbi Gottlieb
Sundays at 8:30 AM — 77D NODY — Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
Mondays at 7:30 PM — 112733 N2D» — Rabbi Chaim Wein
Tuesdays at 8:15 PM — Partners in Torah
Wednesdays at 8:00 PM — 151> — Rabbi Gottlieb
Monday through Friday after the second nw - w7 OV M3WN NWI1D — Rabbi Yosef Fischer
Monday through Thursday at 9:45 AM - X)) shiur - Rabbi Leibel Reznick
M 9T I, Monday through Friday 5:25 AM and Sunday at 6:30 AM — Mordechai Rudman
M1 9T 1l, Monday through Thursday 10:00 AM and Sunday at 9:30 AM — Rabbi Yosef Fischer
Women’s O'Y11, group meets on N3w one hour before NMyn.

Shul Announcements

The deadline for all dinner ads and reservations is THIS MONDAY, APRIL 30TH. We are looking forward to full participation
from all our members and friends at our May 13th dinner at the Sheraton Crossroads in Mahwah. Need another ad blank?
Go to our website, www.baistorah.org for forms and additional information.

Are you aware that Bais Torah has a fully stocked Torah Cassette Library? This Torah Audio Library, which is located in the
back of the main hallway, is open to the entire Monsey community. You can borrow cassettes by visiting the shul and
speaking with Rabbi Gottlieb, Yis Helprin, Doniel Cohen, or Jonathan Rosenstock.

The shul is critically low on good spirits (the alcoholic kind) and members are requested to contribute a bottle of their favorite
Scotches, Bourbons and Brandies to help enhance our weekly shabbos kiddushim.

Mazel Tov
David and Soshi Mayerfeld on the birth of a grandson, born to Eli and Tova Weiss
Teddy & Malkie Katzenstein upon the engagement of their daughter, Chana Miriam to Yehuda Gross of Monsey
Miriam Schiffer, who was the Hakaras Hatov awardee for “A TIME”
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How to Reach Us
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 357-3913, rabbigottlieb@yahoo.com — Daytime emergency 362-8362
President Peter Katz, 357-0129 president@baistorah.org
Treasurer Barry Lifschitz, 352-0226, Fax 352-0841or barry@lifschitz.net
Maintenance Yis Helprin 494-7446
Shul Secretary Aviva Schmutter 352-1343 aviva@baistorah.org M-F 9:00-3:00
Simcha Room Reservations/Kiddushim Jack Gross, 357-4121

Bikur Cholim Eveline Kranzler, 352-8410 and Eiruv 362-4302
Chosh Levy, 425-6827 Mikvah 425-6101
Chesed Committee Charlie Grandovsky, 425-4683  Youth Felise Katz 357-0129
Sisterhood Liaison Betty Schloss, 369 — 1833 Hachnosas Orchim Facility for homeless, Shea Jacobs 425-9617
Lost and Found Michael Loebenstein, 425-8895 Reb. Wein Sefer Torah Project 368-1064

Chevra Kadisha Steve Fessel, 425-1713, Ephraim Pessin, 914-420-6714 or Gloria Gordon, 425-1276

Sisterhood Tribute Cards, Mona Selzer 356-0129

Bais Torah Bulletins Email baistorah@taxprof.net, Fax (845) 368-4172, or call (845) 368-2222. To receive e-mail updates, write to
baistorah@gmail.com. This bulletin is downloadable from the web at www.baistorah.org.

In Case of Emergency
The red Hatzoloh phone is in the hallway on the wall between the rear washing station and the Simcha Room.
The defibrillator is in a cubby in the coat room opposite the Hatzoloh phone.

Parashiot Acharei Mot — Kedoshim —5767 - “Likhvod Yom Ha’'Atzmaut” — Happy Birthday, “Eretz Yisrael”

“Kedushah,” Holiness, is a thread running through the parashiot that we read this Shabbat. The first reference is to the tragic deaths of
Nadav and Avihu, sons of Aharon who, intoxicated with holiness, over-stepped the boundary between HaShem and humanity on the day
of their inauguration as Priests, and were slain by HaShem as a consequence. Parashat Acharei Mot then describes the activities of the
High Priest in the Holy of Holies on the holiest day of the year, Yom Kippur, to secure atonement for the People of Israel.

The parashah contains a warning by HaShem not to behave according to the decadent moral standards of Egypt, that had been a world
empire until the destruction of its society by ten monumental catastrophes, and the drowning of their army in the Sea of Reeds. Nor
according to those of the Canaanite nations, which they would come to observe in the near future. Then a catalog of those moral failures
in the sexual arena is presented.

Finally, the parashah puts forward a personification of the Holy Land, “Eretz Yisrael,” as capable of being rendered ritually unclean by
such behavior, and of taking action against its immoral inhabitants. “The Land became contaminated and I recalled its iniquity upon it;
and the Land disgorged its inhabitants... For the inhabitants of the Land before you committed all the abominations described, and the
Land became contaminated. Let not the Land disgorge you for having contaminated it, as it disgorged the nation that was before you.”
(Vayikra 18:25, 27-28) And Rashi cites Midrash Torat Kohanim regarding “a parable of a prince who was fed some disgusting food,
which could not remain in his delicate digestive system, but he immediately vomited it out. So ‘Eretz Yisrael’ does not tolerate the
presence within it of sinners...”

Parashat Kedoshim then provides examples of holy behaviors that the Jewish People is called upon to perform, in order to emulate
HaShem, “You shall be holy, for I, your G-d, am holy.” (VaYikra 19:2) And not to behave in an unholy manner — for you live in a holy
place, “Do not profane your daughter, to make her a harlot, lest the Land become lewd, and the Land become filled with depravity...”
(Vayikra 19:29) Do not observe the unholy rituals of Molech, “But if the people of the Land avert their eyes from that man when he gives
from his offspring to Molech, not to put him to death... ” (Vayikra 20:4) “So | said to you, ‘You shall inherit their Land, and I will give it
to you to inherit it, a Land flowing with milk and honey — | am HaShem, your G-d, Who has separated you from the other nations.”
(Vayikra 20:23-24)

This also reminds us of the first Rashi in the Torah, which speaks to the legitimacy of our “claim” to the Land of Israel: “Rabbi Yitzchak
said, ‘The Torah should have started with “This is your month...” (Shemot 12:2), which refers to the first Commandment that Israel was
commanded; why then does it start with Bereshit? The reason is that which is stated in Tehilim (111:6), ‘The strength of his deeds did He
tell to His People, to give them the inheritance of the nations.” For if the nations of the world say to Israel, “You are robbers, for you
conquered the lands of the seven nations,” Israel can respond, ‘All of the earth belongs to the Holy One, Blessed is He. He created it and
gave it to those who pleased Him. By His Will, He gave it to them, and by His Will, He took it from them and gave it to us.” (Bereshit
Rabbah 1:2)

Almost the entire world seems to be against us these days, with the possible exception of the United States. But even the hands of George
W. Bush, who | believe would like to be our friend, are being increasingly tied by the tragic quicksand of Iragq. On the other hand, the
“Kiruv” Movement is alive and well, and all we need is a “critical mass” of Jews, and the help of the Holy One. My father-in-law, a long-
time strong supporter of Israel, recently returned from a month-long 7"-time revisit. The last Shabbat he spent in the company of a family
nephew who had recently made “Aliyah,” together with his wife and children. A niece also lives there, together with her large family.
They live in Beit Shemesh, and my father-in-law remarked that that town sounded like Monsey, what with all the English spoken by
“Olim Chadashim.” To which I responded, “How wonderful that is! Americans who could have stayed home, and not uprooted their
families, chose to go to Israel.” This is nothing less than a fulfillment before our eyes of “Aliyah B’Kommemiut,” out of free-will,
standing tall, as the Jews left Egypt on the way to Sinai and the Promised Land of Israel. PF



